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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 
2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

 

Celebrating 100 Years 

Serving the Fairfax 
African American 

Catholic Community 
Since 1922 

Mass: 11am Sunday 
Weekday Mass During School: 

Monday: 9am and Thursday: 9am 
Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Blessings October 2, 2022 
2nd Sunday Rosary / September 11, 2022 / 10:30 am  

Free Summer Concert Series at SA + OLF / 5:30-7pm September 22nd 

4th Saturday/September 24th, 2022 -OLP 10am-12noon Community Meal  
Blackjack Sunday: October 30th 

November 2022 / Pilgrimage from Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mass Intention: Workers of the World 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Korunas, Fr. Ezer Urio Kasimo 
The Congregation of the Evangelizing Sisters of Mary 
Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith 

Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith 
Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison 

Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps 

 

 

"On this day... 21 years (September 10th) ago, 246 people went to sleep in preparation for their morning flights. 2,606 
people went to sleep in preparation for work in the morning. 343 firefighters went to sleep in preparation for their 

morning shift. 60 police officers went to sleep in preparation for morning patrol. 8 paramedics went to sleep in 
preparation for the morning shift. None of them saw past 10:00 am Sept 11, 2001. In one single moment life may never 

be the same. As you live and enjoy the breaths you take today and tonight before you go to sleep in preparation for your 
life tomorrow, kiss the ones you love, snuggle a little tighter, and never take one second of your life for granted." 

—Unknown 
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Friends and Parishioners requesting prayers:  
Sr. Juanita Shealey, CSJ / Jordan Sanders / Phillip Clipps (vertigo) / Tina Crutchfield Williams / Louise Napier / Lorraine 
Bradley /Jason Davis / Ruth Hill / Fr. Gary Chmura / Diane Hunter, Maime Green / Mark Moliff / Julie Davis/ Pat Young / 
Judy Davis/ Fr. Clarence Williams, C.PP.S / Betty Moise / Carol Sanderall / Chester Walker, Sr. / Delores Jones /Howard 
Jackson / Jimmy Gilmore / Kulura Blount / Star Blount / Robert Butler / Madison Maynard /Doris St. Clair /Edward Burrell 
/ Perry Johnson / Tristan Barnes / Cedric Barnes Jr. / Rudy Thompson, Sr. / Tiffany Skillern / Raymond Goodrum / Tom & 
Cathey Ullom  
 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Background:  
God doesn’t seem to mind screw-ups if we are open to improvement. Wandering sheep, careless housewives, prodigal 
sons, and self-righteous older brothers–all get offered a second chance. As we begin our reading of the first of the 
Pastoral Epistles (letters sent to individuals to guide them and their communities in living out their commitment to the 
Gospel), we even hear St. Paul describe how God gave him a second chance. Also, Moses in the selection from Exodus is 
bold enough to demand that Yahweh give Israel another chance because that was what had been promised! 
 
Discussion Questions 

• When did you first experience the loving call of Jesus to follow him on the Way? 
• When you screw up, what makes you afraid that God will not forgive and support you? 
• Which people have helped you believe in yourself as God’s beloved child? And which have not? 
• How might you bring God’s loving forgiveness to others? 

 
Practice:  

Prayer for Humility by William Barclay 
O Father, give us the humility which realizes its ignorance, admits its mistakes, recognizes its need, welcomes advice, 
accepts rebuke. Help us always to praise rather than to criticize, to sympathize rather than to discourage, to build rather 
than to destroy, and to think of people at their best rather than at their worst. This we ask for thy name's sake." 
 
Use this prayer each day this week pray it slowly and reflectively. 

 ~ Adapted from TeamRCIA 
 

Holy Hour of Reparation - Join us in a time of Eucharistic Adoration to pray for our Church. On the first 
Monday of the month, the Cathedral will usually have a Holy Hour of Reparation and Healing, from 
approximately 5:45-6:45 pm. Due to the Labor Day holiday, this month it will be held will be held Monday,  
September 11th. It will provide an opportunity for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and conclude with 
prayers of reparation to help bring healing to our Church. 
 
Celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy Cross at a Mass celebrated by Bishop Malesic on the 2nd Anniversary of 
his Installation as Bishop of Cleveland, Wednesday, September 14, at the Cathedral of St John the Evangelist. 
Mass will be celebrated at 5:30 pm, followed by Veneration of a Relic of the True Cross. A visiting choir from St 
John of the Cross Parish in Euclid will provide the music under the direction of Dr. Francesco Binda. All are 
welcome. 
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Monthly Grief Support is provided by Catholic Cemeteries Association in two formats: In-Office at Cemetery offices and 
Virtually via Zoom. Meetings are open discussion, surrounding a monthly topic or whatever is on your heart. The 
September 18th topic is “Different Types of Grief”. We off er a comfortable, private, and safe environment where you 
are free to explore your grief. Come and be in the presence of those who understand. In-Office Grief Support groups 
meet at 3:00 pm in the main office building at each of the following 6 cemetery locations:  All Saints, Northfield 480 W. 
Highland Road / All Souls, Chardon 10366 Chardon Road / Calvary Cleveland 10000 Miles Avenue / Holy Cross, Akron 100 
E Waterloo Road / Holy Cross, Brook Park 14609 Brook Park Road / St. Joseph, Avon 32789 Detroit Road. 
 
Virtual Grief Support group meets for an hour via Zoom at 5:00 pm and follows the same monthly topic discussion as the 
in-office groups. Sign-up at < https://bit.ly/ccavirtualgriefsupportgroup > to receive login information and to download 
the handout materials. You can join virtually from any Wi-Fi enabled area via computer, laptop, smartphone, or even 
without Wi-Fi (via audio only) from your analog phone. If you do not have Wi-Fi or email, please contact Rhonda at 216-
930-4866. 
 
The Department of Theology and Religious Studies John Carroll University/Religion After Roe: Abortion in Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam. An interreligious panel of experts will discuss how their religious traditions approach abortion as 
a complex legal question, a tragic social issue, and a deeply moral concern. From the perspective of Catholic teaching—
and with an emphasis on dialogue, not debate—the event promises a rare opportunity to listen and to learn more about 
one of the most important issues of our time. Monday, September 19, 7pm, Dolan Science Center, John Carroll 
University. More info at jcu.edu/religion-after-roe. The event will not be livestreamed. 

 
A Free Virtual Eucharistic Revival - The Catholic Church has entered a three-year Eucharistic Revival! A Free 
Virtual Eucharistic Revival Conference will be held Sept. 22-24. Come and learn how to live as Eucharistic 
people. Despite all the upheaval in the world, Jesus is present and more powerful than the storm around us. 
He desires to heal, renew, and unify the world, and what better way is there than through the source and 
summit of our faith: The Holy Eucharist. Christ has called each of us to be His hands and His feet in our 
vocation and in our daily lives. Learn how to live this out fully through the Eucharistic Revival Conference. 
Register for free at < http://bit.ly/erc22 >.  
 
Cleveland Catholic Women’s Conference - Registration is now open for the 4th annual Cleveland Catholic 
Women’s Conference, on Saturday, October 15th, at St. Albert the Great parish in North Royalton. Speakers 
include Catholic author and professor Lisa Lickona; Sister Elizabeth of the Franciscan Sisters, TOR of   
Steubenville; Lindsay Fuller man of Fit from Faith; and musicians Jeff   Botos & Patricia Allerton. The day will 
also include Mass with Fr. Damian Ference, Q & A with Bishop Malesic, and opportunities for prayer, 
confession, Eucharistic Adoration, and forming friendships with other women of faith. Visit < 
https://clecatholicwomen.org > to register or for more information. 
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After a lengthy search, Sister Jane Nesmith, SBS is the new Director of African 
American Ministry for the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland. She is a member of the 
Congregation of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, the order founded by St. 
Katharine Drexel.  
 
“My Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament are simply thrilled. Many of the sisters at our 
retirement community expressed their delight that we are returning to the Diocese 
of Cleveland where many of them have served,” Sister Nesmith said. She plans to 
join the diocese later this fall. 
 

Father Damian Ference, vicar for evangelization and director of Parish Life and Special Ministries, which includes the 
African American Ministry, said he was pleased to announce that Sister Nesmith had accepted the position. He noted 
that St. Katharine Drexel’s mission was “to share the Gospel message with the poor, especially among the Black and 
Native American peoples, and to challenge all forms of racism as well as the other deeply rooted injustices in the 
world.”  
 
He described Sister Nesmith as “a joyful missionary disciple who comes to us with great pastoral experience and 
wisdom.” She has served as a teacher, campus minister, pastoral associate, executive director, pastoral life 
coordinator, chaplain, instructor and most recently, vice president of her religious community. Among the places she 
has ministered are Pennsylvania, Jamaica, West Indies, Evansville, Indiana and Seattle Washington. A Pennsylvania 
native, Sister Nesmith notes that she shares those roots with Bishop Edward Malesic. “I look forward to working with 
him and all of you in doing God’s work in the Diocese of Cleveland,” she added.  
 
Sister Nesmith said she has been an African American Catholic since age 8, when her family – all six of them – 
converted so the children could attend Catholic school. “My father was determined we would have good educations, 
and none was better in his eyes than the local Catholic school. I never looked back on my faith or education in the 
many forms it has taken me throughout my career,” she said. In addition to her many professional accomplishments, 
Sister Nesmith wrote the book “Feed the Multitudes,” a personal testimony of the ways God blessed one community 
with methods to revitalize an inner-city parish. She also produced a rosary CD, “Mysteries, A Soulful Rosary 
Experience,” and co-edited a rosary booklet highlighting work by a Black artist and quotes from St. Katharine Drexel.  
 
“Additionally, I am blessed to be able to write and perform original music and have produced four CDs entitled 
‘Prayers of the Heart,’” she added. Sister Nesmith is or has been a member of numerous African American and Native 
American organizations and has received a number of awards and recognitions.  
 
She visited the diocese in April on behalf of her congregation to help celebrate the centennial of St. Adalbert/Our Lady 
of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in Cleveland, the first parish in Ohio founded by and for African American Catholics. 
Bishop Joseph Schrembs asked St. Katharine Drexel for assistance with the parish and for teachers to serve the school. 
The parish’s first pastor even traveled to Pennsylvania to meet with Mother Drexel. The Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament ministered at the parish from 1922 until 1985.  
 
The Office of Ministry with African American Catholics seeks to carry out advocacy for the concerns and needs of 
African American Catholics. It strives to fulfill its mission by providing staff support to the Diocesan Race Relations 
Committee, Diocesan Gospel Choir, Diocesan African Catholic community and to the Catholic schools and institutions 
that serve the greater African American community – both Catholic and non-Catholic. The office also communicates 
with various offices locally and nationally in support of issues relating to African American Catholic ministry and serves 
in an advisory capacity to the bishop’s staff of the diocese regarding matters of concern to African Americans.  
 



St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament *2347 East 83rd Street * Cleveland * Ohio * 44104 
Volume 2022/Issue 34 

 

September 4, 2022   
 

“But when all is said and done, I consider my greatest claim to fame as being a child of God,” Sister Nesmith said, 
adding, “As I often say, God is good all the time, and all the time God is good.”  

 
Stewardship: Thank you for your sacrifice. Amounts shown 
include online donations. 

July 31, 2022 $638.01 
August 7, 2022 $879.00 
August 28, 2022 $706.00 

 


